


[Welcome to Strong Hearts #3 patient tnends and tellow"warrior?!l 
[Spring and Sumner has come and almost gone with little change orL 
hope of it in my imprisonment. Of course, this just means you'll 
Jbe enjoying a few more installments of this jailhouse 'zine beforel 
1 product ion is i nterrupted by that gathering l igh t at the end of th) 
[tunnel, freedom!!"" 

^rAs always I. owe many thanks to the people" who navel 

[written to express and offer their support but have yet to recieve 
[reply from me. Please accept my sincerest apologies, its not that 
[don't appreciate every letter, its just that now that I'm entering myl 
[second year of imprisonment I have developed a routine that allows me | 
I less time to do t he things I really enjoy, like responding to your| 

[wonderful letters^HllHHIH^lKfliBHMr'^ Y" J 

_|To those who thought I was only an animal liberate 
lor an Earth First !er or indigenous traditionalist, let me explain % 

My love and devotion whether it be for free-roaming bison and wild\ 

I horses, the Amazonian or Cascadian rainforests, or Yaqui, Mayan, Ce ltic 

I and Incan descandant traditional peoples is all the same, one in th^~ 

same. I am' a lover of all things wild and free. And the struggles ofj 

anyone human or nonhu man to be free shall always recieve my total and| 

I u ncondi tio nal support!" ~ 3Z^ 

^Though sometimes our struggles require action^ 

[that others might consider violent, we must always remember t hat self-1 

Idefens e i s a biological reaction found in almost ev ery animal Ji_ I 

'Recently? 

II had the good fortune to read a book where a Latin American priesT'wasi 
[quoted saying that violence had three seperate tiers. There was first, 
lthe violence of injustice, which brought about the second tier, thel 
[violence of self -defensive response, which in turn brought about thel 
Jthird and final tier, the institutional violence that w e common ly seel 
[today in places like Mexico, Peru and Northern Ireland. , 

IHis point wasjj 
J that you cannot eliminate either the second or third tiers of violence! 
[without first removing the violence of injustice. If there is anything] 
jthat I am committed to it's my opposition to this form of violence J~ 
[whether it be committed against humans or animals, the violence off 
{injustice is the basic tool of our common oppressor who collectively] 
[across the earth is attempting to destroy all of us who desire to bel 
I free. Not free to choose once every four years one of two rich white! 
[males that will be our leaders, but freedom to pursue a way of life! 
lthat recognizes the inherent worth of all life we share the planet with"? 
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[Until mink and otters (both aquatic animals) were used in thtscerislv 
[experiments, they were housed in wire cages barely 12 inches wide and 
■with the otters, in slightly larger cages. The ALF's raid rescued two 
uLl f *."? e u Were l3ter released in a wildlife refuge, but more 
thS r Sf X STw" resea J che T s ' a fire was started in their laboratory 
that destroyed 32 years of animal research data that could have aided 



' *- . - , "' , - uiw ' vioua hbi cuuia nave aide 

IfiKfASSBS? in staying in business. „ ., . 

nWiUiym m_.^ m mt Ji\ Up until the raid, MSU was the 
mink industry _s main funding recipient in its search for more effici 



m|^^^raising "».i"tcin ^n tens ; ive confinement conditions. 
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By labelling such actions as the ALF^fS "terroriS % mSdiil 5 
Dept of Justice s FBI is saying that polluting our environment andlfa 
intentionally poisoning wildlife (which is illegal outside of the labs 
lis not only perfectly legal, but interference with such practices 

I constltute-S nets of tPrrnr is m.J^ ' F^" ^ ''-" 

IdPstmrt V^ TTmT? m " £ *? *¥ ? C ~ again ' we are talking about the^- 

t-oT-TTfeT but of the facilities and equipment used to5*W 
letus look at th e pot that is calling the kettle black..--' 

^.-^ «cS«5&; - ■ • 



it. Now 



August ofl 992, 
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. just 5 months after the ALF's MSU raid the "FB I raided^- \" 

Jthe mountain home of Randy Weaver in Idaho shooting his dog, 14 -yea? old $g* 

^son Samuel and his wife Vicki dead. It is believed that the raid wLsllP 

instigated by Weaver s . refusal to. infiltrate whitfsuprl st groups oV^T 

^the FBI. ^ One year later to the day from the ALF's r£?rf * £L£Ti P : &i 

L-raided the Branch DariM.* r.u..„u L™-*™. ? ™} d f ?<teral agents ^.^S 
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llve're all in this together, and unlesswecan agree to afford eachoLher] 
jsome basic human and nonhuman rights, I predict we're going to see alot 
more violence of all kinds. Goddess and Gods help us all. If you are] 
Ireading Strong Hearts on ly for the animal liberation bits, cool.T 

|But please try to read the other articles too. And no matter what youl 
might think about the IRA, MRTA, EZLN or humans in general, try to keep! 
Ian open mind and heart and remember we're all animals trying to survive| 
jthe madness of our day. You need not support these struggles, but I hope] 
(with the help of Strong Hearts you'll at least understand them, andt 
(hopefully empathize with them. If we all could only do this with thel 
[oppressed of the world, oh what a happy place this would be! With__thaE 
[I leave you. Enjoy my friends and comrades. Our Day Will Come.'j 






|tive years later I'm the terrorist while the teder, 

Dept. of Justice has concluded its internal investiga tions of its ow n 

(killings with no criminal indictments against its ou-n^MB^H V 
I rest my defense. Though United States law says its legaltodestroy 

jthe environment your children will live in, torture its native wildlife! 
and murder anyone as long as you wear their badge and uniform, T«» 
remember what every good christian was taught. Thou Shall Not KilrPv- 
I sleep veil at night, with dreams of mink and otters svinming free > W d 

1 1 am ready to meet my maker and stand proudly in judgement of my actions. •> 
I But to those whose legalized crimes include the fiery death of innocent - 

Cldren and animals, I and the Creator shall ask, Who is the real Terrorist? 
NEXT ISSUE: FIND OUT JUST WED IS THE REAL TERRORIST 
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testimony before a House Appropriations subcommittee on March 12"a 

•1997 FBI Director Louis Freeh cited my involvement with the arson at! 

Michigan State University's mink research facility in 1992 as anWt 

example of "special interest terrorism". Cal Thomas, a nationally! 

*» syndicated columnist recieved national attention when he ran with J 

this, stating that PETA's finacial assistance with my legal fees as] 

well as their past and continued defense of ALF actions proves that] 

these people have condoned violence to advance their cause .*' m 



I Considering that the ALF has never caused nor sustained a physical] 

injury in its 15 years of existence in this country we must thanl 

I assume that the violence that Louie and Cal are talking about is| 

the destruction _of government and p rivate property S 

~ ~ In the cas" I 

I the ALF's raid at MbU, Ui5 government and MTnKfcJrmers Research^ 

Foundation funds were used to forcibly feed and infect mink and^ 

[otters with known deadly toxins and diseases. These experiments^ 

were not done with the aim of saving human lives or' protecting th^| 

environment, they were done to aid fur farmers who need to lower) 

I their costs of production if they are to survive the reduction irfl 

the demand for their product, mink pelts^ VHfH 
_2 ~f None or the diseases 

[researched by Richard Aulerich at MSU are found in mink in the wile 
[They are all the product of intensive confinement on fur farms^ - 
lother experiments at MSU involved the force-feeding of PCB infectt 
Ifish to captive mink and otters to "study" the impact on wildlife^ 
I from paper mills and other industries which pump pol lutants^Ttotfi? 
|Great Lakes ecosystem !H BBBi ■■■■■■■Ufii 

"Personally, I dont think it takes a rocket! 

[scientist to conclude that over 200 PCB producing industrial smoke] 
J stacks and discharge pipes might be t he cause for widespread] 
Iwildlife depletion in the Great Lakes 1C~ 

| What such experiments allo'^ 
lis a strategy of inaction which allows corporations to continue to| 
pollute in violation of Environmental Protection Agency guideline; 
while the problems are "studied" further. At MSU mink and otters 
must pay the price for this type of what I call special interestl 

terrorism where the environment and wildlife are forced to sufferj 

| so as to not interrupt the p rofits of the fur industry and pollute 
[of the Great Lakes ecosystem.^ 
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AWMO we hear of Northern Ireland in the news its usually in relation to _};,; 
ft .the latest attack by the Irish Republican Array (IRA), but rarely if ever, 
^are we given the reasons behind what has now become 25 years of armed' 
fej struggle. I myself fell victim to the media manipulation long ago and l 
"until recently felt justified in my criticism of the IRA's violent tactics^ 
fe that is until I bothered to study a little Irish history of my own.'.--" " 
.-, What I discovered quickly erased the media brainwashing I had recieved in 
>. ' relation to the present-day struggle in the north of Ireland. In no way 
CS can I do an 800 year-old resistance to European colonialism justice in 
-. just a few pages, but what I hope to do is share ray perception as an" 
indigenous person fighting European c olonialism in his own homeland, "o J 
"" latest copter in that resistance^ ggj 5 SB 555 
particular, the IRA hunger-strikes of 1981 because as a prisoner heldi 
captive in one's own homeland for actions to defend her, I have a healthy] 
amount of respect for prisoners of the same kind of war who were willing, 
■to give their lives for what they believed in. I also share the pain ofj 
anyone who has lost loved ones in the centuries-old resistance to a%~~ 
^dominant power which has freely used legally sanctioned violence and l __ 
terrorism to attempt to squash those who refuse to surrender their culturs 
identity and freedom JEMPUVOMSK **fYA i*** 
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flrithelabsdestroyed in the ALF's^_ 

1992 raid mink and otters would be starved for up to a week and then| 

jfed fish and other feed that was laced with PCB's, dioxins'and brair 
matter from animals infected with deadly diseases. The researchers! 
would than document the animals degradation until they died from| 
severe hemorrhaging accompanied by loud vocalizations and convulsions. 
Some of MSU's researchers thought it cute that their collegues hadj - 

[made keychains from severed paws from their research subjectsj 



|When you begin to uncover the layer of lies that 

r spread about the fight for Irish Independence, you 

Ibegin to see a history of terrorism. But not one committed by the Irish 1 
•Republican movement. You begin to see violations of basic human rights 
I that we are more familiar vith in Southeast Asia, China, Central or 

j South America. In Northern Ireland the last 25 years have seen the 

^British Government, especially its military operate with complete impunity 
hey ru thle ssly attempt to maintain control in their oldest col ony ~ 

D* crisis in Northern Irelandhasahnost^TOthingtodov^ 
It is not the religous war between Catholics and Protestants that the 
media would have you believe. It is the story of those who are loyal" to 
the British Crown (Loyalists) and in favor of Northern Ireland's continued 
union with Great Britain (unionists), and those who are fighting for 
Ireland as it once was, one nation and one Republic, hence the label 
Nationalists and Republicans. The last 800 years have seen many a 
British invasion of t he Em erald Isle which in turn were met with many 
a Iri s h rebellion g Jtm\ 

■■«■-«■■■■■»*—■■ But 

the greatest influence to Ireland s modern problems has been the result of 
British military tr oops sta tio ned in the 6 count ies that make up Northern 
eland since 1970. Mm I '"'JPW 1>C<HPfll A PI M 
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■ -*i» - ~T3^^ I n M E " ** •" j» _»~^~*^ !j;" » J. " uAlXj^Bwh 
V j r=- /TJ^. J9t'.S * Previous to their arrival the Royal Ulster Constablary 
«g (RUC) went on the rampage to crush the growing civil rights movement amongs 
"H the mostly Catholic nationalist population. Inspired by the actions of Dr. 
j Martin Luther King Jr. in America, Irish nationalists began to organize for 
; adequate housing and voting rights both of which had long been denied. The 
| RUC s actions in 1969 were brutal. Ihe RUC which to this day is 99Z r "" 
■Protestant and 100% Loyalist launched house to house raids of suspected^g 
organizers smashing down front doors arresting Irish citizens beating them 
viciously in the process and later torturing them. Paramilitary Loyalist 
j gangs were given free reign to follow behind the RUG burning out whole V* 
j neighborhoods of n ation alists and snip ing at the r esident s who fled their 
'burning homes. SB W~ 3JB A T •^TJ& j gjCJ L Ti f lL^WKW 1 ' f* 
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^mm It was in this climate that the nationalists communities ,, 

began to organize barricades to protect their families an<5 working together,' 
patrol against Loyalist attacks. Armed only with rocks, sticks and crude 
molotov cocktails, the nationalists communities battled the RUC and Loyalist 
gangs in the streets until the resulting riots led to the deployment of I 
British troops. By the summer of 1970, the British forces rather than 
protect the nationalists population simply began to replace the RUC as 
guardians of Loyalist rule and dominance. Nationalists responded by rainingl 
bricks and bottles on British patrols who operated snatch squads that* 1 -^ 
entered barricaded communities to arrest Irish rioters. In acts of pure".^ 
bravery, nationalists would lure the British soldiers down dead-end roads and 
then seal them off with barbed-wire, nationalists would then rush out of 

ir homes with hurli ng (an Irish sport) s ticks and engage the soldiers in 

-to-han d combat. JW*3*BHl M 

•.•■■'. '■ : 









_ more abusive and repressive the British became, the 
I more politicized and organized were the nationalist communities until women " 
began patrols themselves, following British soldiers through neighborhoods v, 
verbally assaulting them for the violence they were committing against their « 
families. In one Belfast neighborhood young people approached British \\~~-'.£ 
soldiers and placed flowers in the barrels of their rifles. Still thefr^P* 
[Loyalists continu ed their attacks and firebombings of homes and c hurches flSfil 

. (British forces announcedshoot-to-kill orders" to be employed aeain<=tc" 
~ rioting nationalists. It was in this climate of total urban chaos in the' 2*> 
•r catholic neighborhoods of Northern Ireland that the Irish Republican ArmyJ 
'-that we know today re-emerged from their long slumber. With rusting andf 
antique weapons IRA volunteers took up sentry duty, awaiting LoyalistWT 
incursions into nationalist neighborhoods where thermade brave solitar^ 
\Vf!? S a 8 flinst whole Loyalist mobs intent to burn them out of house and I 
home. Many of these brave Ir ish warrio rs died protecting their friends andl 
rami] ies.|B i ~ 

British responded with total military occupational tacticsj 

j raiding homes in searches for arms and beating savagely whole families. fjLm 
Inspects were t ken to militar y barracks where they were kicked, beaten Indl 

' tortured r"^ *^"^~— a 
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I Next we chose isolated wilderness areas for release in Spring 
prey was abundant and after the mink had a whole winter to build 
reserves of body fat. By the time we released the mink they all had] 
jproven themselves efficent in hunting and had been isolated fromf"" 
(human contact during rehabilitation. These were precautions we could", 
{afford as our actions were only technically illegal, but not identical 



to the 



midnight 



t raids of the ALT! 1 , 



THJ2l/| T\ /ill; ^Personally I can only say^that 



[anTinal liberator there are many moral dillemas one must accept before 
you can rush out and save lives. All of which must be equally weighed" 
Iso as to preserve our own moral integrity and maintain the de gree o f 
isibility we as an imal lib erators have chosen to accept .f"" 

|The raid at Mount ""Angel "was a good thing . Tt spared the lives of? 
Ithousands of mink by preventing their birth as a result of destroying] 
(breeder mink records. It also seperated mink mothers from their k its] 
I who were too young to survive on their own, and as a res ult sp ared!"" 
I them a life_of misery in a cage awaiting a painfu_l_deathj 

~iether" 
[mink choses to die^while young before it has time to suffer 7 shortl 
months of life, or live out its existence to die in a gas chamber U 
the question that animal liberators must address. I feel it is bestl 
to acknowledge these truths than fool ourselves into believing thatf 
1 10 , 000 mink are happily roaming the Oregon count r yside j 

[Otherwise wej 

I too become humans who in a position of domination attempt to hide the] 
(reality of our actions with spin doctoring in the mass media^~" 

II believe it best to accept that yes, the ALF's mink liberation] 
Icampaign is pushing fur farmers closer to bankruptcy, but unfortunate] 
lin isolated circumstances at the cost of many present prisoners inthej 



olated 



:arms is a fordrawn conclusion. The ALF's 
is might sometimes result in the premature deaths of some mink^l 
jbut if so, it is only denying them their short life of misery. Stilll 
t does shif t some sens e of responsibility for that death o nto the] 
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rat or: 




ecognizing this the ALF should continue its campaigr^ 
and care not how the media portrays its actions and only concei 
themselves with achieving the abolishment of fur farms through^ 
actions that cost the least amount of animal suffering. At the! 
same time we must realize that the liberators task is not always"^ 
pleasant one as you must not only decide who lives, but sometimes] 
who will die. The sooner fur farms themselves are extinct, the^i 
sooner we will no longer be forced to correct the damage caused bvJ 
taking an animal such as a mink from its natural environment bv - ^ 
humans with no thought for the morality of their actions -I 
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-**4 ^u^, w p "W "^^i TP But it,s time the i- 

animal liberation movement stops living in the world of media fantas\ 
.and recognizes that though 100% successful, raids like the one atprj 
JMount Angel at that particular time of the year do indeed cause some * Vi* 
t animal suffering. The action caused extensive economic sabotagevy m ^^„ 
jjwhich is a primary objective of the ALF, but it also cost young ntinkrPK 

kits their lives by seperating them from their mothers and probably *»«^ 
icious fights between oth e r ani mals also released T? *ff* . y .. 






animals. There number one predator JXR.^ 
wild is other' mink who fight eachother over territory. Often ori'^^Z|.' 
fur farms and during mink rehabilitation I have witnessed mink fighting"*'^ 
with eachother when placed together. Other times I've seen many mink *iQ^ 
living together just beyond a fur farm they escaped from. Mink do not££jg| 
always run off happily when you open their cages. Often a mink will? 
mill about its new surrondings eating food that has fallen beneathJ 
cages or trying to get at another mink in a cage. I have also seen^,*^ 
mink who as they saw the mobile gas chambers approaching did ev er t hfi jg. 
they could to escape from their imminent death. Given an ample** JO ff^rjt 
[opportunity a mink will escape the surronding guard fence if it al so -v t *Jngf 
Ihas been cut, and explore its new surrondings all the while getting^. ^*gZ 
'further from the fur farm until it l ocates^ an area of Us^ own where ^V_ rtt 
it can establish its own territory .jjjgltin the middle" of the "nTghti ► 
thousands of mink released who are only two months old can more than 
expect death. A death that does not put money in the fur farmers 

lbpwp/ Mth nonetheless - This is a reality that we as 
[animal liberationists would rather not face and instead bask in the 
glory of believing that thousands of mink are now free, but if we are 
J to represent more than just rhetorical press statements that deny the 

truth as much as our opposition, we need to accept that mink liberations^!] 



under certain circumstances can have counterproductive consequences 





I 

None" of vnTch take "away* from the ALF's impact on the economics of anff||l 
individual fur farm, but which result in 'colla teral dama-es^h^lfMMl 



l e r ; .roauctive consequences J*f§f"l 
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_ m Jin 1991 when friends andl 

fuTfaTm* (see S.H.#1) with 60 mink we knew that as thevR 
" chance of survival in the wild WitgjM 



II bought out a 

Iwere, these mink had about a _ 
no rehabilitation whatsoever. That wasn t good enough 



50% 



We wanted 

reiwuiiii.ai.iuii »«ntn..j««-»»-«. . .it c 

guarantees that these mink would have the best chance possible of 
iurvival so we implemented a variety of rehabilitative processes t 
their likelihood. The most important and controversial 



increase 



lliveleedi^of 'animals" justtefore their release. This .gave the 
taste for blood that every predator has iaprlnfrM "* f^iL M 




to be shot in the streets by rabid soldiers eager to intimidate the{ 
nationalist community. Internment was introduced in 1970 and 6-tnont 
sentences handed out for "disoderly behavior". The Loyalist attacksi 
continued as did nationalist riots with Loyalist and British forces.' 
By mid-1971 the IRA had carried out 125 retalitory bombings within 
months. The British responded with a shoot-to-kill policy of any n 
of "military age". In what were little more than hunting expeditions,! 
British soldiers began shooting innocent Irish citizens and firing andl 
■"ling any community members who tried to aid wounded friends and famil 



The 
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3ite of this brutal reppression the civil rights struggle continued? 
ists responded by bombing public buildings and assasinating activis 
attacks on peaceful protests reached a head when in January of 1972 
British troops opened fire on 20,000 civil rights marchers killing 13 



t|p* wounded those who attempted to help them.ji>< 

'^!?m*5?-*: ,'.-.'•.'• -jK-t. *»v : ; y- . ■ \ .■- -\^t-33sE_ 
!V"»?*V ■ '■' .".- ■'-■-.-'' '■"-'■'* •■££'.. .}■• - S:^*Je*me rollowing da 

"•>:. reported that the IRA had launched an attackon the army post 
„r^***' "terrorist gunman" had been shot. All of this activity led t 



and] 



e following day the press 
and that 
to massive 
.recruitment amongst the IRA. Where many residents had been previously 



I 



(opposed to armed struggle, many now saw it as the only means left to protect! 
*f5gS5tmir families. Far from protecting Irish citizens, the British occupati onal] 
<>* forces had joined the RUC and Loyalist in waging a bloo dy -war against t he] 
nat ionalist movement for civil rights and democracy. 0Z j ! 
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By July British snipers were ) 

&f>jj- literally executing citizens in their own neighborhoods. In ooe at tack /"a! 
~~$£**mi 1^ year-old girl was shot in one neighborhood while in another a priest and} 
_ TTfct-^j ano tner man were snot and killed coming to the aid of teens who also hadH^ 
s&j&Zz'been shot by the same British snipers. A brave 15 year-old tried to reach] 
J the priest and other victims and was shot more than 7 times. The IRAI 
i arrived later on the scene and began to direct gunf ire at the snipe rs' 
>- k J8 positions while one survivor was evacuated.} - 
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F^ti-By 1981 the situati on _ii 

I Northern Ireland had turned the 6 counties into' a virtual war zone.™ — 
j Responding to the resiliant persistance of the Irish Republican Army] 

who refused to surrender their homelands and comnunities to the'^fcfl_ 
', imperialist rule of British invaders, the government had removed special^.* *• 
[category status for prisoners that had previously been recognized as' '". ?, ■- v 

political internees. Over 3,000 Irish citizens found themselves in - 

British jails and prisons for opposing Britian's occupation in the .. ' _ 
Inorth of Ireland. Meanwhile Loyalist paramilitary groups, many of 

whom were made up of off-duty RUC officers and British soldiers^ - ,. '?'.-..' 

' co ntinued their campaigns of violence and i ntim idation^^- .. "- . . 



A. IfiL 

iftiljl'It was in this atmosphere that IRA prisor 
rcontinued their resistance from behind bars. Since the suspension 
political status for their prisoners of war (POW's) convicted IRAl 
members had began "blanket protests" whereby they refused to 
prison uniforms opting to wrap themselves in blankets instead. This 
resu lted in punishment and abuse from prison authorities whichj 

J led to "no-wash" protests as the blanket protesters s uffered_froni having^ 
[washing privliges restri cted. a 

tfuiii '.' ••l!^ w vB&Mv5*Ji-5BjT?^The blanket protests had continue 
lover four years with no indication from the British government that 
settlement was in sight, nor had the British made any effort to negot iate! 
The IRA prisoners intended to escalate their protests by embarking 
hunger-strikes that had earlier in the 70' s succeeded in winning the( 
political status that was recently removed. The hunger strike had ] 
been a weapon of the Irish nationalists dtting back to feudal times ( 
when it was used to force the settlement of grievances with British^ 
lords and kings. It had also been used in the early 1900 's by Irish"! 
nationa lists t hat hunger-striked to the death. MHfef* rBUflCiV, 
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One day the consciousness of the countrv will be electrified with _ 
a great ay % sacrifice, and the multitude will break from ll "'"""C]'ii 
or prejudice and march with a shout for freedom in a true, a brave and *rf *£^ I 
beautiful sense." Those words were spoken by Terence MacSwiney, Of f icer^-;^ IB 



jp,cf£: Commanding of a local IRA brigade who in 1920 was cap tured b y B ritish 
■'"'• " soldiers and jai led f or seditio n .yjjjwi'th 60 colleagues he hunger-striked' 




the 



protesting that the British had no jurisdiction in Ireland. On his 74th i 
day MacSwiney died in a British prison. Before his death he wrote," 
"A man who will be brave only in tramping with a legion will fail i 
courage if called to stand in the breach alone." In 1923 as many as 
8,000 Irish republican prisoners hunger-striked for their release 
against the partitioning of Ireland into its present st ate bu t suffered ^ . 
only 3 deaths. i n 1946 Sean McCaughey, IRA Chief of Staff hunger-s - 
for political prisoner status and was allowed to die a fter 
due to his thirst strike in the final days. 
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|It wasn't until the V 



the increased reppression of the Irish independence movement .. 

kcftlTS iyf/f V™*? t0 Ire i and - In June 197 2 ^0 IRA prisoners ! 
illl^ » °f f }S ial P risoner of **r status. After 37 days the Britii 

granted special status as part of a deal that also led to a short-k< 

lived cease-fire. The removal of this status in 1976 led to the blanket! 
IE ?rlch h i?f r - strike of 1981. Along with the criminalization of| 

io« i re P ublican struggle by Prime Minister Thatcher that began inV 
ESi£ZJ2i£ propaganda campaign that continues to ign ore the b rutal 
IP^^^dmluary reppressioninjtorthernlre^ MOB W~ 

I In the early 1970 s Irish republicans were interned in derelict World War! 

II British Army bases. As the imprisoned of activists and IRA volunteers^ 

increased alongside their resistance, the British government responded byJ 

[building a maximum-security p rison that could be totally surronded ~ — 

Ipatrolled by the British *mi.M _i 
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MINK TRACKS 
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The Mass 4 were sentenced July 11th for their part in a Thanksgiving 
raid on the Carmel Mink Farm in 1996 where a dozen mink were released 
from their cages. It was the third raid of the year on the fur farm. 
The four accepted a plea and wereorderedto pay $3,100 in restitution 
and given a year of proba^ 




•On March 30, 1997 5 Americans were 

.arrested and charged with releasing 1,800 mink from Belenheim Fur- . 

-Farm in Chatham, Ontario, Canada. The same fur farm had been raided 

^two weeks previously by the Earth Liberation Front, two of those 

-arrested have allegedly testified against the other three, Hilma 

J Rudy, Pat Dodson and Gary Yourofsky. Letters or donations can be 
via th e D irec t Action Defense Fund clearly marked "C hatha m 3". 

— : T ""if <^«wpwpp. 

I In Medina, Ohio three activists were arrested on July 8th following 

i raid on_a mink farm where 40 mink were rele ased from their cages. 

ie*bf the three has testified against the other two, Jesse Parsh and 

IStephanie MacDougall. Though allegedly most the mink were recaptured, 

'the fur farmer has verified that thejrbreeding histori^swereruined 

jby lett ing than out of their cagesj Wf fV', I . J jjSBfiig K 

iBoth Parsh and MacDougall have^ 

[pled guilty to five felony counts and are out on bail awaiting sentencing. 
JBoth mink warriors have expressed no regret for their actions and say^% 
I "He's (the fur farmer) the one that's murdering 20,000 animals a year^j 



for profit, and we're the ones in jail." ' 
[sent also to the D ADF marke d "Ohio 2". *fi 

mm*** & 



Letters and donations can be. 



w lx\ June there was a massive^ ?€, , 

BrKeTeas^from Arritola's Fur Farm in Mount Angel, Oregon uhere- 
almost 10,000 mink were released from their cages. And in Jjly 4,0C 
m ink were released by the ALF fromafurfarminCleElum. 

Sp^R these actions fully because of their destruction of breeding! 
ecords that will cost fur farmers plenty when they attempt to breed 
their mink next year. The action in Mount Angel also will mean Less^ 
revenue for the fur farmer because of mink kits who were separated from] 
Itheir mothers thereby preventing their being raised for slaughter..^ 
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Three grassroots groups are opposing all of the above mentioned 
attacks on the Lynx Nations continued survival. They are the 
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance who has with other groups led the 
legal battle to win ESA protection for the lynx as well as to 
protect forests in the Pacific Northwest, the Friends of the 
Loomis Forest who have for years been conducting forest carnivore 
surveys and the impact of cl earcut ting on them in the Loomis and 
surronding wilderness. ^Both groups plan to appeal timber sales 
that threaten the lynx and other forest animals as they arise. 



■:£*•; 




'|The third group is Predator Project vhichL^alsoinvolved in a 
PI lawsuit to sue the USFWS into protecting the lynx as well as«£fsi 
.leading the bat tle to abolish Montana's ly nx tr apping season.*^ 
Predator Project also is committed to protecting all of America 
Predators .and__th eir ha bitats and deserves your full support 







die the animal rights movement is dedicated to "the "campaign to 
»olish the fur trade, too few activists invest the time and en 
i ensure that the animals whose lives we save have a safe and 
otected habitat to live in? 




f STATEMENT AT START OF HUNGER STRIKE 





81 ts time that each one of us who are 
[committed to ending fur farming and trapping also devote a portion 
| of our activism to efforts to protect the lynx's and other fur'' ■' 
i animals wilderness homes. Otherwise what are we saving them for" 
'if they have no place to go once the cages are empty?, 
~~ ""*&& 



_ It is 

limperitive that we widen the focus ot ouropposition to the furl 
trade to include arguments that recognize the ecological import* 
jof predators such as lynx, bobcats, mink and coyotes and the habitat| 
Ithey live in. Defending the Lynx and other Animal Nations will, 
jthe concentrated efforts of activists from both the animal 
^en vironmental movements if we are to be successful 

Sfc 

[PREDATOR PROJECT" PjO.~B.~ 67337 Bozemanj" MT 59771 (406] 

[FRIENDS OF THE LOOMIS FOREST Box 1592, Tonasket, WA 98855 (509) 485-: 
'NORTHWEST ECOSY STEM AU TANCE 

m 



We. the Republican POWs in the H-Blocks of Long Kesh, and our comrades 
in Armagh prison, are entitled to and hereby demand political status, and 
we reject today, as we have consistently rejected every day since September 
14th, 1976, when the Blanket protest began, the British government's 
attempted criminalisation of ourselves and our struggle. I 

$5 Five years ago this day. the British government declared that anyone 
arrested and convicted after March 1st, 1976, was to be treated as a 
criminal and no longer as a political prisoner. Five years later we are still 
able to declare that that criminalisation policy, which we have resisted and 

suffered, has failed 

■ U >' ■ ■;&&.:■ I 

If a British government experienced such a long and persistent resistance 

to a domestic policy in England, then that policy would almost certainly be 

changed. But not so in Ireland where its traditional racist attitude blinds its 

judgement to reason and persuasion. ff 

MNMKMMNMMNHBHHBMHMHHHHMNHsI 
Only the loud voice of the Irish people and world opinion can bring them 

to their senses and only a hunger strike, where lives are laid down as proof 
of the strength of our political convictions, can rally such opinion, and 
present the British with the problem that, far from criminalising the cause 
of Ireland, their intransigence is actually bringin g popula r attention to t hat 

cause. 

We have asserted that we are political prisoners and everything about I 
our country, our arrests, interrogations, trials and prison conditions show 
VV^ that we are politically motivated and not motivated by selfish reasons or for 
\_ selfish ends. As further demonstration of our selflessness and the justness of 
OP* our cause, a number of our comrades, beginning today with Bobby Sands, 
will hunger strike to the death unless the British government ab andons its 
criminalisation policy and meets our demand for political status 



*&. 
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